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Play Festival
Students show plays in WKU festival

MITCHELL GROGG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

People from all around Kentucky
spent their Valentine’s Day in Frankfort showing their love for mountains.
“I’ve been coming here to I Love
Mountains Day for a long time,
since early high school,” said Louisville junior Molly Kaviar. “It’s really
great to see all these people out and
to get the excitement going around
mountaintop removal.”
Demonstrators marched from
Frankfort’s Kentucky River Bridge
to the State Capitol building, holding signs against mountaintop mining and chanting along the way. The
group Kentuckians for the Commonwealth organized the march.
Mountaintop removal, also called
mountaintop mining, involves “removal of mountaintops to expose
coal seams, and disposing of the
SEE MOUNTAIN PAGE 3
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Somerset senior Keifer Adkins, Owensboro junior Joshua Sam Miguel and Nashville sophomore Caleb Pless face the audience
during the production of “Hangman, Sing Me a Song” by Nathan Gjerstad. KATIE MCLEAN/HERALD
TREY CRUMBIE
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

Owensboro freshman Elliott Talkington performs as “Boy”
during Lyne Hutcheson’s “Falling” at WKU’s 10-minute
film festival on Saturday. PEYTON HOBSON/HERALD

WKU’s Gordon Wilson Lab
Theatre was busy with people
this weekend for the 10 Minute Play Festival on Friday
night and Saturday afternoon.
Students and theater supporters came out to see plays
written by WKU students and
read by fellow students and a
few volunteers.
Michelle Dvoskin, an assistant professor in the department of theatre and dance,
organized the event.
“I think the development of
new work is a really exciting
thing for people to be a part
of,” she said. “Whether it’s as
directors, actors, the writers…
and audience members.”
Dvoskin said participants
came from all over WKU even
though the theatre and dance
department sponsored the

WKUHERALD.com

festival.
“We invited any student at
WKU, regardless of their department, to submit a 10 minute play for consideration for
the festival,” she said. “Those
were due over winter break.”
Dvoskin said that after all
the submissions were received, the authors of the
plays were made anonymous
and were then selected by a
committee from the department of theatre and dance.
“We read all of the submissions and chose six,” Dvoskin
said.
Topics of the plays ranged
from a traitor communicating
with his soon-to-be executioner on a military base, to a
father struggling to cope with
the death of his daughter, to
two sisters reminiscing over
their relationship with their
deceased grandmother after a
SEE FESTIVAL PAGE 3
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Gatton Academy
says new dropout
age won't solve
teens' problems
TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Students in Kentucky who want to
drop out of high school might eventually have to wait until they’re 18.
Legislation passed in the state
House on Feb. 14 to support moving
the age to drop out of high school
from 16-17 to 18 years old over a period of a few years, according to the
Lexington Herald-Leader.
This legislation will now go to the
state Senate. Students and faculty
from the Gatton Academy of Mathematics and Science have varying
opinions on this proposed change.
Tim Gott, director of the Gatton
Academy, said he has worked with
high school students for 28 years
and doesn’t think there’s anything
for a 16-year-old to do if they drop
out of high school.
“There’s really no reason to let a
student go until they’re 18,” he said.
SEE DROP PAGE 3
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WKU recognized as Tree Campus USA third year in a row
TYLER PROCHAZKA
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

When it comes to WKU’s
landscape, it isn’t just hilltops that it is known for. For
the third year in a row, WKU
has been recognized as a Tree
Campus USA by the Arbor Day
foundation.
Tree Campus USA is a nonprofit run by the Arbor Day
Foundation that recognizes
schools across the United
States that meet certain criteria in their management of
campus trees. The organization was started in 2008 to help
increase the sustainability of
college campuses.
Sean Barry, the director of
media relations for the Arbor Day Foundation, said
when the organization determines whether to provide the
Tree Campus USA, it looks to

whether the school is showing
a “sustained commitment” to
its trees.
“WKU is showing a demonstrated commitment to taking
care of its trees,” he said.
Barry said the criteria the
school must meet include having a tree advisory committee,
having a tree-care plan, providing the opportunity for
student service learning projects and observing Arbor Day.
WKU made the distinction of
Tree Campus USA by meeting
all five criteria.
The Toyota Company funds
the Arbor Day Foundation and
Tree Campus USA to further
its own goal of environmental
sustainability.
Kelly Fisher, Toyota’s assistant manager of philanthropy,
said Tree Campus USA has
grown increasingly successful since its initiation, seeing
greater participation across

Crime
Reports

the country.
The organization started
with a handful of campuses,
and has now grown to 190
schools, which is an “all-time
high,” Fisher said.
So far, these schools have
planted 104,511 trees, according to Fisher.
For Barry, the increase in
trees across U.S. campuses
provides students and communities with benefits like
cleaner air, water and energy
savings, as well as less tangible
benefits.
“Having a campus with trees
makes it a more pleasant environment,” Barry said.
This is particularly important, Fisher said, because campuses have a large “environmental footprint” since they
are effectively “mini cities.”
Beyond the direct benefits
that campuses receive from
trees, Barry said that there is a

• Freshman Maxwell
Halpin, Barnes-Campbell, reported his laptop
stolen from his dorm
room on Feb. 17. The estimated value of the stolen
A
item is $1,500.
• Police cited freshman DaQual Randall,
Barnes, for possession of marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia
on Feb. 16.
• Freshman Heidi Frobel, Pearce-Ford
Tower, and freshman Taylor Pellerin,
PFT, reported their laptops and cell
phones stolen from their dorm rooms
while sleeping on Feb. 15. The estimated value of the stolen items is $3,000.
• Junior Joseph Pillow, Barnes, reported his credit cards and money stolen
from the Preston Center on Feb. 15.

Despite the cold temperatures and wintery trees, WKU was voted
one of the prettiest campuses nationwide. KATIE MEEK/HERALD
spillover effect for students as
Fisher said she hopes this
well.
will help schools and their “en“When people have a chance vironmental leaders” to imto participate in conservation- prove their campuses.
oriented activities, it tends to
“We hope to join communiinstill values of stewardship,” ties and inspire them to make
he said.
a difference,” Fisher said.

For an interactive crime map
go to WKUHERALD.COM

Reports
• Police cited freshman Lauren Godsey, Rodes-Harlin, for possession of
marijuana and drug paraphernalia on
Feb. 17.
• Freshman Brittany L. Berry, RodesHarlin, and Leitchfield freshman Dominique Cole reported their wallets stolen from their room on Feb. 17.
• Police cited freshman William K.
Jones, Keen Hall, for possession of alcohol by a minor on Feb. 17.

Correction
Due to a Herald error, the name of
Ginna Greer was misspelled as “Jenna
Greer” in a photo caption on Page 1 of
the Herald’s Feb. 15 issue.

The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects
all confirmed errors that are brought to
reporters’ or editors’ attention. Please
call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to report
a correction, or email us at editor@
wkuherald.com.

Spring Break is right around the corner!

$1000

Receive up to
for being a full time student!

Call Now! 270.904.3677
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New projector allows planetarium to show 360-degree movie
CHRISTIAN MARNON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Hardin Planetarium has
been sending WKU students
and the Bowling Green community on stargazing journeys
through interactive shows for
years, but their brand new
feature “Two Small Pieces of
Glass” allows audience members to observe the galaxy in
new and exciting ways.
Richard Gelderman, professor of astronomy, said the
technology is innovative and
unprecedented at WKU.
“It’s different from an IMAX
film, because it surrounds you
in all directions,” he said.
The 25-minute feature “Two

Small Pieces of Glass” premiered Feb. 12 and is the first
360-degree movie the Hardin
Planetarium has offered.
“Two Small Pieces of Glass”
is a free event which will be
showcased every Tuesday,
Thursday and Sunday through
March 24. The show is at 7 p.m.
on Tuesdays and Thursdays
and 2 p.m. on Sundays. The
program is suitable for all ages.
Gelderman said full-dome
capability was made possible
by the acquisition of a brand
new projector.
“Our old projector was analog; the new one is digital,” he
said. “Digital can only interface with a computer, so this
allows us to warp the picture

FESTIVAL

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

card game.
Louisville senior Meg Kennedy was
one of the six playwrights whose play
was selected for the 10 Minute Play
Festival.
“My play is called ‘Waiting for God’
and it is about a character who has recently died and is in an eternal waiting
room awaiting judgment,” the 21-yearold English major said.
Dvoskin said that the idea for the
event generated from the interest of the
students.
“A couple of years ago, a visiting faculty member had done something
similar and there was a lot excitement
around it, and students were hoping
we could do something like that again,”
Dvoskin said.
David Doolittle, a recent WKU graduate from Louisville, was an actor in one
of the plays. He said he had to undergo

MOUNTAIN

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

associated mining overburden in adjacent valleys,” according to the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency.
At the end of the process,
regrading is done along
with revegetation, according to the EPA.
The mining process also
pollutes water, damages
landscapes and limits economic growth, opponents
say.
Lexington graduate Greg
Capillo says mountaintop
removal is one of the most
terrifying things humanity
does.
“We just completely alter the landscape permanently and completely destroy the ability for all life,
human or otherwise, for
such a short-term, shortsighted idea of quarterly
profits,” he said.
The demonstrators were
also protesting what many
of them called a monoeconomy coal companies

and do all sorts of things with
shapes and sizes.”
“Two Small Pieces of Glass”
was created in 2009 by the International Planetarium Society to honor the 400th anniversary of Galileo Galilei’s first
telescopic observances.
The film follows two teenage
students as they learn about
the history of telescopes, how
they work and some monumental discoveries in astronomy.
Planetarium
Coordinator
Ronn Kistler serves as moderator for most of the shows.
He said each viewing will be
interspersed with quick breaks
which serve to further illustrate points about telescopes,

stars and lighting in the film.
Merardo Arriola, a WKU student from Bowling Green, also
attended the premiere and
was impressed with the new
technology.
“This was my second time
here,” he said. “This projector
looks much better and makes
a big difference.”
Gelderman said the improvement in technology allows for a
change in content as well.
“In the past, we would sometimes show PowerPoint slides
of stars, and that’s such a waste
of the dome,” he said. “This
new show and the technology associated enables us to
do something different while
taking advantage of the full

dome.”
Kistler said audience attendance has been increasing at
the Hardin Planetarium as of
late, and hopes the new show
will help preserve that trend.
“In the last month or so, the audience has really been growing,
with shows attracting upwards
of 60 to 80 people,” he said. “People from different counties are
even starting to attend.”
Kistler said the Hardin Planetarium has been reaching out
aggressively by inviting students from schools and sending out a mailing list.
“The awareness is spreading, and I’m hoping people are
liking what they’re seeing,” he
said.

preparation after receiving the part.
“I had to get the part, rehearsed a
couple of different times, met with the
director, the playwright as well and
tried to understand what they wanted
from the production,” Doolittle said.
“And then we were also able to say how
we felt about our characters and ran
through it a few times.”
Doolittle appeared in Simpsonville
senior Sebastian Kearney’s play called
‘Reality Mirage.’
Dvoskin said she was pleased with
the festival overall, and she hopes it will
become an annual event.
“I was incredibly happy, I thought it
went really well,” Dvoskin said. “The
audience seemed excited, and we had
a great house which was wonderful.”
Louisville senior Lusie Cuskey, who
attended the show, agreed.
“I liked getting to see lots of different people on stage with lots of differ- Somerset senior Keifer Adkins (left) jokes around with Nashville sophomore Caleb
ence experience levels,” Cuskey said. “I Pless (right) before going on and producing “Hangman, Sing Me a Song” by Nathan
know the playwrights are from all over, Gjerstad. KATIE MCLEAN/HERALD
majors-wise, so I think it was really fun
to blend so many departments.”

had created — preventing
economic growth in places
affected by mountaintop
mining.
“If you live in eastern
Kentucky, you’re either
going to sell pills, join the
army or mine coal or work
at Walmart,” Capillo said.
“There’s just not a lot of
economic options in part
because the coal companies have intentionally
taken steps to force out
competition and make
sure they’re the only game
in town.”
Capillo also said he feels
he is helping his neighbors by participating in the
march to the capitol.
“KFTC is sort of like a big
family for me,” he said. “So,
the way that works is when
you’ve got your family
members getting sick, getting forced off their land,
not able to live the life by
all rights they should be
able to live, that their family’s been living for generations, then that’s wrong,
and I want to stand with
those folks.”
Those marching felt an
alternative to mountain-

top removal could be alternative energy, including
wind and solar power.
The march also attracted
notable figures, including
author Silas House, a professor at Berea College.
“I’m from a coal mine
family, and I’m really
proud of that,” he said.
“One reason I’m here is
because I think a lot of
coal miners are losing their
jobs because of mountaintop removal. I think that
there are better ways to
mine coal, and there’s just
no reason to mine coal in
such a wasteful and destructive way.”
Teri Blanton, fellow
member at Kentuckians
for the Commonwealth,
also sees the march as a
way to preserve culture in
eastern Kentucky.
“We’re a mountain people, and we live in a mountain culture,” she said.
“Without our mountains,
who are we?”
To see video of the "I Love
Mountains" march, watch
Mitchell's report tonight on
Newschannel12 Live at 6.

DROP

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“But, with that said, as educators, we have a huge responsibility to provide something meaningful for those students, and I
think many of our programs at
the moment are not sufficient.”
He also said he questions what
the intention of this legislation is.
While this new law would make
it illegal for those students to
drop out, he said, “It doesn’t answer the problem: Why are kids
dropping out?”
For one, he said some high
school programs aren’t meeting
students’ needs. While there are
some great programs out there,
he said some use a “one-size-fitsall” mentality that doesn’t work.
To some degree, Gott said the
law could be difficult to enforce,
and they would have to decide
whether the penalty would be a
fine or jail time.
Gott also said it’s important for
students to have a high school
diploma to get jobs.
“If they drop out, they don’t
have any real options at that
time,” Gott said. “That’s the difficulty, it’s a two-year, no man’s

land of what are they going to
do while they’re under 18? So it
is best for them to stay in school,
and yet it’s best for us as educators to provide something meaningful for them to do.”
Frenchburg Gatton Academy
senior William Roach-Barrette
said simply increasing the dropout age won’t solve the problem.
“Until you begin to reform
the way education is done as a
whole, it doesn’t matter if a kid is
16 or 18,” he said. “If he doesn’t
want to learn, he’s just going to
hold back everybody else in the
classroom.”
He also said he could see the
law being increasingly difficult
to enforce, and that it would be a
waste of resources, keeping kids
in school who don’t want to be
there.
Contrary to Roach-Barrette,
Elizabethtown Gatton Academy
senior Nathan Serpico said he
doesn’t see why this rule would
be more difficult to enforce than
the current one.
Serpico also said he feels this
proposed law is unnecessary
and that it won’t solve problems
in education.
“Because in the end, student
motivation is going to be a bigger
factor in academic success.”
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Opinion

EDITORIAL

live on?
Freshmen and sophomores are only kind of required to stay on campus

THE ISSUE: Despite overcrowding,
WKU’s Housing and Residence
Life still requires freshmen and
sophomores to live on campus.

OUR STANCE: If the overcrowding
makes the housing requirement
policy easy to waive, then the policy is oboslete.

I

t’s time.
If the numerous posters proclaiming students should “Live
ON!” haven’t cued your senses
that it’s time to register for housing
again, take this as your reminder.
For some students, this time
of year is inapplicable to them.
These students likely commute
or live in an apartment or house.
Actually, WKU often encourages
students to live off campus. This
encouragement has often come in
the form of mass emails informing
the recipients that campus is
overcrowded and that if students
wanted to relinquish their rooms,
it wouldn’t be a problem.
However, the WKU Housing and
Residence Life site still has a required housing policy that says,

“Full time freshmen and sophomores are required to live on campus.”
There are exemptions. Veterans
of military service of 181 days or
more, married students, primary
caregivers of dependent children,
students who are 21 and older,
Greek community sophomores
whose chapters have a house and
commuters are all allowed to live
off campus. HRL will also consider “unique and unusual” circumstances, but otherwise, any freshman or sophomore who doesn’t
comply gets a $1,000 fee.
But if campus is apparently overcrowded, why keep it mandatory
for freshmen and sophomores to
stay on the Hill?
Louisville freshman Megan Laffoon currently lives in Minton
Hall. Even though she’s not old
enough to live off campus, according to the HRL site, she said
she got an email from HRL at the
beginning of the semester informing her that there are too many
people living on campus. The
email asked her if she would like
to move off campus.

“I’m a freshman,” Laffoon said.
“I don’t even know Bowling Green
that well. Why would I do that?”
Because of the policy and her
unfamiliarity with Bowling Green,
Laffoon said she thought it was a
mistake that she had received the
email.
If HRL is sending these emails to
students of any year, it must not
be very hard to get the on-campus
housing requirement waived. It
seems one of those “unique and
unusual” circumstances could be
overcrowding. If that’s the case,
why keep the policy at all?
If a justification for keeping it is
to get students to socialize, Laffoon said this may be an impotent
reason.
“I think at a school this big, it’s
not that important to live on campus,” Laffoon said. “If you want to
get connected, you’ll get connected…I don’t think it’s an important
policy to have.”
This editorial represents the
majority opinion of the Herald's
11-member editoral board.

PEOPLE
POLL
“Do you think WKU
should maintain
its policy requiring
freshmen and
sophomores to live on
campus?”

“Yes, because living
on campus is a great
experience which
leaves room for
bonding, and is also
a cheaper alternative
to living in an offcampus apartment.”
-Chad Winston,
Bowling Green senior

“I do not, because
living on campus is
not as cost-efficient
as one might think.
However, I think
the policy can
prove beneficial for
freshmen students
because it forces them
to branch out and
meet new people.”
-Kayla Grorud, Wis.,
senior

“Yes, because it
forces new students
to intermingle, and
you have plenty
of time to live off
campus in the future.
Maybe the policy
could be changed for
sophomores, but not
freshmen.”
-Drew Bly, Louisville
senior

“I think the policy
should depend on
age rather than your
year. For example,
I’m at the end of my
20s but technically a
sophomore at WKU,
so the rule affects me
differently.”
-Mustafa Zahmak,
Baghdad, Iraq,
sophomore

COMMENTARY

Text alert glitch was a human error, but correct nonetheless
Following the earthquake
drill on Thursday, Feb. 7, we
initially reported that a system glitch was to blame for
the conflicting messages that
were sent via our emergency
text alert system. Upon a more
thorough review we now know
that is not the case and that
human error on the part of the
WKU PD was to blame. Specifically, the person sending the
message was not fully versed
on the system, resulting in the
message being sent without
indicating that this was a drill.
This has been corrected. Our
staff, with the assistance of
Information Technology, has
undergone additional training
on the emergency notification

system. Also, additional safe- lack of understanding of the
guards are being put into place system that is to blame.
to assure that emergency mesFortunately, this was a drill,
sages are correct while still be- and as with any exercise, we
ing sent in a timely
have used this as a
fashion.
learning experience.
We want to apoloWe have identified
gize to the campus
the problem and
community for the
taken action to fix it.
mistake, the confuSome people have
sion it created and
taken issue with the
for the embarrassinstructions includment it caused. We
ed in the message.
specifically
want
Keep in mind that
to apologize to the
earthquakes are not
staff in Information
predictable. ThereBAILEY
Technology for ini- VP Student Affairs fore, we do not have
tially placing blame
the luxury of sendon a technical glitch.
ing a message in
The system performed as it advance of an earthquake. In
should have and it was our fact, by the time the message
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is received, the shaking should
be over.
Quoting ready.gov, the Herald’s source for its editorial
(and a good resource), “When
the shaking stops, look around
to make sure it is safe to move.
Then exit the building.” Therefore, the instructions would be
correct when the message is
received after the earthquake
hits. It is difficult to give detailed instructions in the 160
characters of the emergency
text, and we are also reviewing our messages to make sure
they are as clear as possible.
That is why we encourage
everyone to review the disaster information available from
our emergency preparedness

CONTACT US
Advertising: 270.745.2653
advertising@wkuherald.
com
Newsroom: 270.745.6011
news@wkuherald.com
Address: 1906 College
Heights Blvd. #11084,
Bowling Green, KY 421011084

REPORT AN ERROR
Editor: 270.745.5044
editor@wkuherald.com

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters and
commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a few
guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed
250 words. Commentaries
should be about 500 words
and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

website,
http://www.wku.
edu/emergency/ and from
sites like ready.gov. Being prepared is your best defense in
an emergency.
We will have another chance
to test our system on March
5 when we participate in the
statewide tornado drill. As
we enter severe storms season, please take a moment to
learn the locations of tornado
shelters in your buildings and
to review the appropriate instructions.
—Howard Bailey
Vice President, Student Affairs
—Robert L. Deane
Chief, WKU Police

3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classification
or title.
4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for style,
grammar, length and clarity.
The Herald does NOT print
libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be
received by 7 p.m. on Sunday
and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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20 days until
Spring Break!

GO
TOPS!

Across
1 Installment in a
modern series
9 Thing to be cracked
15 Loge
16 Purchase provider
17 Olympic winner
18 Hero with a
memorable yell
19 Bird that dines on
stingers
20 Bug
21 PC debut of 1981
23 Leans
24 Truffles, e.g.
28 Unit in una zona
residencial
30 Most suitable for
service
31 In danger of snapping
37 "Whatever"
39 1959 Cornelius
Ryan best-seller about
the Normandy
invasion, with "The"
40 Its Nasdaq symbol is
CAR
41 Keister
42 Prepare for a
game, as Jenga blocks
43 They may generate
interest: Abbr.
46 38-Down option
50 "Hysterical"
52 On balance
57 God wed to his sister
58 Rather wicked
59 Say
60 Not barred
61 Good guys?
62 Many characters on
"The L Word"

Down
1 Place of development
2 It has about a 35-inch
blade
3 Saint who wrote the
earliest history of
England
4 Requiem Mass hymn
word
5 Sub base?
6 Bye lines?
7 Did a nurse's job
8 Version's beginning?
9 One of U.S.
banking's Big Four
10 "It's hard to tell"
11 Longhaired pet
12 Nut-producing tree
13 Like some change
14 Uses Zipcar, say
22 Milan's La __
24 Keep from
happening

25 Wreck
26 Light element
27 Straight Outta
Compton genre
29 She has your back
31 __ Major
32 Modern
entertainment
33 Maleficent
34 Vena __
35 "Fast Food Nation"
author Schlosser
36 Work area
38 Top choice
42 Apparel for the
slopes
43 Now, in Nogales
44 Checked out badly?

47 Seven-time
French Open winner
48 Fail to say
49 Simoleons
51 Petitions
53 Answer from the
unwilling
54 Medicine Hat's prov.
55 Homeowner's
burden
56 Some TV screens

45 Ring

Friday's Crossword Solution

Be sure to
watch WKU vs.
ULM this
Thursday at
7PM!
@Pitdawgz #WKU did a better job getting Jim Jones for
homecoming then the All-Star committee did getting Ne-yo!!
-sent 2/17
@billybartender Jeramy Evans got robbed #wku #dunkcontest -sent 2/16
@sworthington18 Loved seeing all the WKU students,
fans, and alumni on my timeline tweeting for Jeremy!! #WKU
#HilltopperNation -sent 2/16
@CaylaDuncan: Got an awesome Valentines Day gift from
the #WKU Hilltopper Athletic Foundation! Love this!! Go
Tops! -sent 2/14
@MicCameraAction I want to make a harlem shake video so
bad. Man I wish I was back at #wku -sent 2/16
@classicalsax15 They should make a reality show about PFT
when it becomes an all girls dorm. Am I right? #wku #wtfiswrongwithpeople -sent 2/17
@lizzzzzk: 50$ parking ticket #salty #wkuprobs -sent 2/14

Friday's Sudoku Solution
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SOFTBALL

Lady Toppers go 2-2 in opening weekend
The Lady Toppers concluded the
opening weekend splitting their four
games of the Bulldog Battle. WKU (2-2)
had resounding 9-1 and 5-1 victories
over Murray State and Lipscomb, but
fell short to Northwestern State and
host Mississippi State by a combined
total of three runs.
In game one of the Opening Day double-header, junior pitcher Emily Rousseau gave up just four hits and one run
as the Lady Toppers ran away with a
victory over Murray State.
Eight different players had at least one
hit and seven had at least one run for
WKU. Senior catcher Kellie Quarles led
the way with four hits and four RBIs.
“In the wins we had a great team effort,” coach Tyra Perry said. “A lot of
people came in and out, played their
roles and did things to help us move
forward and get the win. We were playing team ball and we want to continue
to do that.”
The 9-1 victory was career win No. 300
for Perry. Despite the milestone, Perry
said it just felt good to get the win.

“Exciting to get a win, period,” Perry
said. “Especially against an in-state rival. We have a great group of girls, so
it’s fun to reach milestones with this
group.”
The Lady Toppers came out strong
in the second of the two Opening
Day matchups as three Lady Toppers

“

The Lady Demons responded by adding a run in the second and third inning
before scoring three in the sixth, giving
NSU the 5-3 win.
Sophomore pitcher Janna Scheff gave
up 11 hits and all five runs.
Senior pitcher Mallorie Sulaski led the
way in the first game on day two of the

“

KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

We have a great group of
girls, so it’s fun to reach
milestones with this group.
— Tyra Perry
Softball coach

scored runs in the first inning to give
WKU an early advantage over Northwestern State.
“I think it’s really great to come out
strong,” Mallorie Sulaski said. “It gives
us a little breathing room and a little
ability to relax and just play instead
having to press and score runs.”

Bulldog Battle against Lipscomb, allowing only one run on two hits.
Junior outfielder Kelsie Mattox and
junior infielder Olivia Watkins each had
two hits for the Lady Toppers’ balanced
team effort.
“We play off of each other,” Mattox
said. “So with chemistry, we all know

each other. We all know each other’s
strengths and weaknesses and we’re
able to pick up each other.”
The Lady Toppers battled with host
Mississippi State until the very end before falling 1-0.
Junior pitcher Emily Rousseau fell to
1-1 on the season despite striking out
six Bulldogs and allowing just one run
on two hits.
MSU pitcher Alison Owen gave up
just one hit all game, coming from
WKU’s Watkins in the first inning.
Perry said the Lady Toppers are continuing to improve in close games and
are learning to take what is given to
them.
“In the Mississippi State game we
were right where we wanted to be,” Perry said. “We have to make more noise
and do a better job of adjusting and
taking what the game gives us.”
The Lady Toppers return home this
Friday to host the Holiday Inn Hilltopper Classic at Buchanon Park in Bowling Green.

BASEBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
The Topper offense got going
in the seventh inning. Down
8-2 at this point, the team
scored four runs in the seventh
and two runs in the eighth to
tie the game.
With neither team generating anything in the ninth, the
game went into extra innings.
The Falcons were able to break
through in the tenth inning
when they scored the deciding run off a WKU error in a 9-8
Topper loss.
“The whole game until the
end, I never really felt like we
were going to lose that game,”
sophomore pitcher Austin
Clay said. “Just the way we’ve
been hitting the ball in practice and our arms are so deep.
We’re going to be able to run as
many guys out there as anybody we play. So we’re never
going to be out of a game.”
WKU sent senior pitcher Tim
Bado to the mound Saturday
for game two of the series. In
over five innings of work, Bado
allowed a career-low four hits
and two runs while throwing
five strikeouts and no walks.
At one point in the game, Bado
had retired 11 consecutive batters.
One of those two runs allowed by Bado was a leadoff
home run in the second inning. However, first baseman
Ryan Huck was able to respond with a leadoff home run
of his own in the bottom half of
the inning. After two innings of
play, the teams were tied 1-1.
Huck was able to connect on
a double later in the game as
well.
“(BGSU) made a couple mis-

Freshman catcher Ty Hogan is tagged out at the plate during Saturday’s game at Nick Denes Field against Bowling Green State. The
Falcons won 3-2. KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD
takes and I was able to capitalize on them,” Huck said.
“That’s our mentality — trying
to make a mistake hurt them.”
After Bado, junior pitcher
Jake Thompson entered the
game and allowed one run
in the seventh inning, which
proved to be the game-winner.
Thompson was credited with
the loss for the game.
Myers was very pleased with
the play of Bado to begin the
game, and said he and the rest
of the pitching staff really kept
the Toppers in the game.

“(Tim) did unbelievable,”
Myers said. “That’s the start
you’ve gotta have. That’s the
start I expected from Justin
(Hageman) yesterday. Tim was
great and we needed it when
we went to the bullpen early
Friday. He gave us a chance to
win and he was outstanding.”
The team entered Sunday’s
game trying to avoid the opening weekend sweep.
After getting off to a hot start,
scoring four runs in the first
inning, WKU put it on cruise
control for the rest of the game.

Junior pitchers Tanner Perkins and Andrew Edwards
combined to throw 8.2 innings
of shutout baseball. However,
with two outs in the ninth inning, the Falcons reached base
on a couple of errors and a
wild pitch and were able to
plate three runs off of Edwards.
At that point, sophomore
pitcher Ian Tompkins came in
and recorded the final out to
give WKU the 4-3 win.
“We come out here every
day trying to win ball games,”
senior catcher Devin Kelly

said. “We let two one-run ball
games get away from us, so
we easily could have been on
the other side of that and had
the sweep and been a little bit
more happy and excited in
this dugout, but at least we got
one.”
WKU will be back in action again this weekend with
a three-game series against
Central Michigan. Each game
will be at Nick Denes Field and
will take place at 3 p.m. Friday,
2 p.m. Saturday, and 1 p.m.
Sunday.

WKUHERALD.com
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A TASTE OF EUROPE
EST. 1999
GREEK FOOD

LUNCH

DINNER
- Domestic Beer
$1.50 with meal
(only for Dinner)

15%

off
Lunch (11AM - 4PM)
Limited Time Only!
Daily Specials
-Moussaka
-Gyros Plate
-Spinakopita

-Dollmados
-Salads
-Sandwiches

-

10% off Dinner
with Student ID

(270) 846-1195
1006 STATE ST - BOWLING GREEN KY, 42101
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MEN'S BASKETBALL

Defense key for Toppers in two Florida losses
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

On Feb. 7, Arkansas State toppled
WKU 67-49 in Diddle Arena. The Toppers shot 16-of-50 from the field, 23
percent from beyond the arc and had
six assists to 11 turnovers.
A week and a half later, it looks like
the Toppers have bigger problems on
defense.
WKU took a week off after the ASU

loss before taking on Florida Atlantic
Thursday in an 84-78 loss. The Toppers
followed that up with an 87-82 road
loss to Florida International Saturday.
At times in the two games, the Topper offense looked clean and efficient.
Point totals of 82 and 78 are the second
and third-most scored in a game this
year by WKU, trailing a 92-81 win over
Western Carolina in November.
Still, WKU (13-14, 7-9 Sun Belt Conference) comes home with two losses

Junior forward O’Karo Akamune and Arkansas State senior forward Brandon Peterson fight for a rebound during their game at Diddle Arena on Feb. 9. PEYTON HON-

SON/HERALD

SPORTS BRIEF: NATION'S LEADING
SCORER DROPS LADY TOPPERS
TYLER LASHBROOK
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU split its season series with
Florida International on Saturday, and
just like in the first game, the nation’s
leading scorer was the difference.
On Nov. 19, the Lady Toppers held
FIU guard Jerica Coley — the leading
scorer in the NCAA, averaging 25.5
points per game — to 12 points on
five-of-14 shooting. WKU (18-7, 11-5
Sun Belt Conference) won that game
62-56.
Saturday, Coley exploded for 38
points — one point shy of her season high — and shot efficiently from
the field (14-of-22) and from the free
throw line, where she netted an additional nine points as the Lady Toppers
fell 72-53.
Coley, who also leads the nation
in field goals made, finished with an
additional nine rebounds and five
blocked shots.
However, containing Coley might
have been the Lady Toppers’ second

biggest issue on Saturday — scoring
the ball was also a problem.
WKU led 35-30 at halftime but shot
just four-of-24 for 16.7 percent in the
second half en route to the loss.
The Lady Toppers’ three highest
scorers — sophomore forward Chastity Gooch, sophomore guard Alexis
Govan and junior guard Bianca McGee — combined to shoot 10-of-40
from the field and one-of-nine from
the three-point line.
WKU went on an almost 11-minute
scoring drought in the second half as
FIU used a 25-0 run to create an unmanageable point differential late.
Before heading to Florida, the Lady
Toppers were ranked No. 35 in scoring in the NCAA per game — the late
cold stretch against FIU stands out as
a blip and not a trend for WKU.
The Lady Toppers will return to
the comfort of Diddle Arena Feb. 20
against Louisiana Monroe.
WKU defeated the Warhawks in
Monroe, La., 65-57 on Nov. 29.

thanks to defensive struggles. That
game against Western Carolina was the
first this season that the Toppers had
given up more than 80 points — the
games against FAU and FIU became
the second and third over the weekend.
“This is the third time I believe we’ve
given up 80-plus points, and (coach
Ray Harper) said that’s not going to
win games,” sophomore guard Kevin
Kaspar said after the loss at FIU Saturday. “We’ve got to guard them and keep
them in the 60s.”
A combination of 166 points through
the two games is far and away the most
that have been scored on WKU in consecutive games this season.
There is an easy answer to the question of what killed the Toppers in
Thursday’s close game against the Owls
— FAU guards Greg Gantt and Stefon
Moody.
Gantt netted 31 points for the Owls,
while Moody dropped 26 on the Toppers. The two guards each hit nine shots
and combined to shoot 64 percent on
18-of-28 shooting from the field.
Those two big games were enough to
top a career day from sophomore forward George Fant, who had a careerhigh 35 points and 11 rebounds.
“They’re really special players,” Fant
said of Moody and Gantt. “They hit a
couple of crazy shots. I guess that’s who
their team relies on to score, and they
produce.”
FAU finished the game shooting 58
percent.

Harper said that said more about why
WKU lost than the performances of the
Owl guards.
“Bottom line is it’s going to be difficult
to beat teams if you allow them to shoot
58 percent,” Harper said. “I know Gantt
made some extremely tough shots, but
at the same time, he got separation
from us too many times on some of
those baseline cuts.”
The Toppers gave up more points to a
wider distribution of players Saturday.
FIU had four players score in double
figures, including a pair of 20-point
performances from forwards Tymell
Murphy and Jerome Frink.
Harper said missed assignments and
late switches on defense pulled the
Toppers down against the Panthers.
“We’re not switching, we switched
and left a guy open — just little things
that, this time of year, should not be
happening,” he said.
The Toppers will be back on the court
Thursday at home against LouisianaMonroe, a team they beat handily in
November.
While the Toppers focused on improving on offense in practice all last
week, Harper said that with how his
team performed in the last two games,
he may have them work more on defense this week.
“We got one fixed, and one broke,” he
said. “Let’s see if we can get them both
fixed this week.”

University College
Department of Professional Studies
Real Estate Program
Certiﬁcate in Real Estate
This option builds on the ﬁrst two courses required to sit for the Kentucky Real
Estate Sales Licensure Examination. The student continues study in real estate
by taking an additional 21 credit hours and earns a Certiﬁcate in Real Estate from
WKU. These additional courses provide the student with knowledge of real estate
brokerage operations, real estate investments analysis and management.
Experience in real estate combined with this Certiﬁcate prepares the student to
qualify for licensing as a Real Estate Broker.
-RE 170C - Essentials in Real Estate
-RE 171C - Real Estate Brokerage Operations
-RE 172C - Real Estate Marketing (3 hours)
-RE 272C - Real Estate Finance (3 hours)
-RE 273C - Real Estate Law (3 hours)
-RE 274C - Real Estate Appraisals (3 hours)
-RE 275C - Property Management (3 hours)
-RE 276C - Real Estate Investment Analysis & Management (3 hours)
-RE 280C or RE 281C - Advanced Real Estate Appraisals or Land Development
Process (3 hours)

Real Estate Licensure Examination
By taking only two courses for six credit hours,you
are prepared to sit for the Kentucky Real Estate
Sales Licensure Examination. After passing this
examination, you will be licensed to sell real estate.
The courses required are:
-RE 170C - Essentials of Real Estate
-RE 273C - Real Estate Law
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BIG SCREEN TVs!
BEER SPECIALS!

PROUD LOADED GRILLERS
TO SUPPORT

WKU

BEEFY NACHO Š LOADED POTATO
SPICY BUFFALO CHICKEN

MTN DEW 1802 Russellville Rd.
®
™

BAJA BLAST FREEZE
LIVE MÁS

2460 Nashville Rd.
2628 Scottsville Rd.
1162 W. 31 Bypass
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Freshman catcher Ty Hogan is tagged out at the plate during Saturday’s game at Nick Denes Field against Bowling Green State. The Falcons won 3-2. KREABLE YOUNG/
HERALD

WKU drops two out of three on opening weekend

TOP: Junior pitcher Jake Thompson throws a pitch against Bowling Green State. KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD
RIGHT: Junior outfielder Regan Flaherty hits a pop-up during
Saturday’s game against Bowling Green State at Nick Denes
Field. The Toppers lost 2-3. KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD
BOTTOM: The WKU dugout reacts to BGSU scoring the go-ahead
run during WKU’s season home opener at Nick Denes Field in
Bowling Green on Saturday. JABIN BOTSFORD/HERALD

AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Despite losing the first two games of the opening
weekend series against Bowling Green State (2-1),
the WKU baseball team (1-2) was able to secure
its first victory of the year on Sunday and avoid an
opening weekend sweep.
The first two losses, however, cost the Toppers
the series and is their second straight opening
weekend series loss.
All three games in the series were decided by
one run. It was the first time since 1952 that WKU
started a season with at least two straight one-run
games.
WKU sent junior pitcher Justin Hageman to the
mound Friday, and he got off to a rocky beginning
in his first career opening day start. Hageman lasted only one inning and allowed seven runs, four
hits, walked five and hit another batter.
“I didn’t see it going the way it did,” coach Matt
Myers said. “I didn’t see Justin going out there and
walking seven guys. I knew he’d come out with the
behind velocity, but to lose control like that, that’s
tough.”
Despite the start from Hageman, the Toppers
were able to hang in the game and have a chance
to win it in the end.
After the second inning, WKU trailed 8-1. The
bullpen kept the team in the game, retiring 21 batters in a row at one point.
SEE BASEBALL PAGE 6

